Exodus 20:14

Fatal Attractions

Proverbs 5:3-5 says, “For the lips of an adulteress drip honey, and her speech is smoother than oil; but in the end she is bitter as gall, sharp as a double-edged sword. Her feet go down to death; her steps lead straight to the grave.”

Proverbs 6:25-29 says, “Do not lust in your heart after her beauty or let her captivate you with her eyes, for the prostitute reduces you to a loaf of bread, and the adulteress preys upon your very life. Can a man scoop fire into his lap without his clothes being burned? Can a man walk on hot coals without his feet being scorched? So is he who sleeps with another man’s wife; no one who touches her will go unpunished.”

Proverbs 6:32-33 says, “But a man who commits adultery lacks judgment; whoever does so destroys himself. Blows and disgrace are his lot, and his shame will never be wiped away.”

Proverbs 7:21-23 says, “With persuasive words she led him astray; she seduced him with her smooth talk. All at once he followed her like an ox going to the slaughter, like a deer stepping into a noose till an arrow pierces his liver, like a bird darting into a snare, little knowing it will cost him his life.”


Exodus 20:14 - “You shall not commit adultery.”
I. The Commandment


A. Primary prohibition - adultery

B. Extension of prohibition - (Leviticus 18)



1. fornication 



2. homosexuality 



3. incest 



4. bestiality 

1 Corinthians 6:18-20 says, “Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore, honor God with your body.”


C. In the internal realm

Matthew 5:27-28 says, “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”



1. Our eyes


2. Our thoughts


3. Our affections


4. Our desires



5. Our actions
II. Consequences of adultery


A. Personal life



1. sin against our body
1 Corinthians 6:18-20 says, “Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore, honor God with your body.”



2. enslavement


3. degradation

B. Family life

C. National life

III. How to guard against sexual sin


A. Know and admit our propensity to sin

James 1:14-15 – “but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin, and sin, when it is full grown, gives birth to death.”
Read: Genesis 3:1-6

1 John 2:16 – “For everything in the world – the cravings of sinful man, the lust of the eyes and the boasting of what he has and does – comes not from the Father but from the world.”

B. Guard our eyes
Proverbs 4:25 – “Let your eyes look straight ahead, fix your gaze directly before you.”

Job 31:1 – “I have made a covenant with my eyes – (contract, agreement) not to look lustfully at a girl.”


C. Guard our hearts 
Proverbs 4:23 – “Above all else, guard your hearts, for it is the wellspring of life



1. Love God first



2. Love your spouse
3. Love others

D. Guard our actions


1. Avoid places of temptation



2.Avoid situations of temptation



3. Run!


E. Practice purity 
Proverbs 4:20-27 – “

“My son, pay attention to what I say;    

 turn your ear to my words. 

Do not let them out of your sight,    

 keep them within your heart;
for they are life to those who find them    

 and health to one’s whole body.
Above all else, guard your heart,    

 for everything you do flows from it. 

Keep your mouth free of perversity;     

keep corrupt talk far from your lips.
Let your eyes look straight ahead;    

 fix your gaze directly before you.
Give careful thought to the[a] paths for your feet     

and be steadfast in all your ways. 

Do not turn to the right or the left;    

 keep your foot from evil.”

Psalm 119:9-11- “How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word. I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against You.”

IV. Forgiveness and restoration

Read: 1 Corinthians 6:9-11
1 John 1:9 – “If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

