Exodus 20:13

Matthew 5:17-19,38-39

War, Military Service and Non-resistance
TEXT – Exodus 20:13
I. War and Military Service

Five biblical principles


A. Just warfare is at times a legitimate exercise of national policy

Ecclesiastes 3:8 - There is…”a time for war and a time for peace.”
Isaiah 2:4 - “…They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.”


B. A strong defense deters aggression and helps preserve peace
Luke 11:21-22 - “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils.”

Nehemiah 4:7-18


C. Refusing to fight for one’s country can be sin against God


Numbers 32:1-7


D. The Sixth Commandment does not prohibit just warfare


“phoneuo” - Matthew 5:21



“apokteino” - Revelation 9:15,18



The New Testament makes a distinction between murder and killing in war.


E. The words, actions and character of Jesus are consistent with just warfare



John 2:13 -16



Revelation 19:11,16,19-21

Matthew 10:34-36 - “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law –a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.”

Matthew 8:5-13
Acts 10
II. Principles of Just Warfare


A. Legitimate authority

B. Just cause

C. Just intent - advance good, deter evil

D. Last resort - only way to right the wrong

E. Self defense

F. Proportionality - human cost of war is less than the cost of not going to war

III. Law of non-resistance

Matthew 5:38-39 - “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, tooth for tooth.’ But I tell you, ‘Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.”
