Exodus 20:13

The Abortion Dilemma

I. Who is to decide questions of life and death?

Acts 17:25 & 28

“…He himself gives all men life and breath and everything else…for in Him we live and move and have our being.”

Colossians 1:16

“For by Him (Jesus) all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers, or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him.”

Psalm 104:29

“…when you take away their breath they die and return to the dust.”

Job 1:21

“The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised.”


God does

II. Is the unborn child a human being?


When does human life begin?


A. Common views



1. Life begins at birth
Genesis 2:7

“Then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”



2. Life begins at viability


3. Life begins at quickening


4. Life begins at implantation


5. Life begins at conception

B. Biblical view



Five facts



1. The Bible makes no distinction between born and unborn children


Greek word - “Brephos”
Luke 1:41 & 44

“When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb…As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.”

Luke 2:12

“…you will find a baby (Brephos) wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

Luke 18:15

“People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have Him touch them.”

2 Timothy 3:15

“…and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures.” 

 Luke 1:31 - “huios”


2. The biblical authors identify with the unborn child

Psalm 139:13




Three concepts





- creation




- continuity




- communion or covenant
Isaiah 49:1

Jeremiah 1:5



3. The Bible speaks of an unborn child dying



Job 10:18-19




Jeremiah 20:14-18



4. The Bible gives legal protection to the unborn child




Exodus 21:22-25



5. The Bible ascribes sin nature to the unborn child

Psalm 51:5

“Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”

Roman 5:12

“Therefore, just as sin entered the world though one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.”
III. Quality of life vs. sanctity of life


A. Mother’s right to choose?


B. Abortion due to birth defects?


C. Rape or incest?



Deuteronomy 24:16

IV. God’s forgiveness
Romans 7:7

“…I would not have known what sin was except through the law.”

Romans 8:1-2
“Therefore, there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.”
1 John 1:9

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

