Exodus 20:13

“A Time to Kill?”

TEXT
I. The commandment in simple form

A. Foundation of the commandment

Genesis 9:6 - “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man.”

We are made in the Image of God
Genesis 1:26 says, “Then God said, Let Us make man in our image, in our likeness.”

Genesis 2:7 – “The Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living being.”
B. Role of evolution in destroying this commandment

C. When is killing murder?

1. Premeditated, intentional, planned – 
Exodus 21:12-14 - “Anyone who strikes a man and kills him shall surely be put to death. However, if he does not do it intentionally, but God lets it happen, he is to flee to a place I will designate. But if a man schemes and kills another man deliberately, take him away from my altar and put him to death.”

2. Spontaneous, unplanned – still intentional

3. Unintentional – Exodus 21:13

4. Accessory to murder

5. Acts of omission
Deuteronomy 22:8 - “When you build a house, make a parapet around your roofs that you may not bring bloodshed on your house if someone falls from the roof.”

D. When is killing not murder?

1. Does not apply to animals – 
Genesis 9:3 - “Everything that lives and moves will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.”
2. Defending one’s home from nighttime burglars 

Exodus 22:2 - “If a thief is caught breaking in and is struck so that he dies, the defender is not guilty of bloodshed; but if it happens after sunrise, he is guilty of bloodshed.”

3. Accidental killings – Deuteronomy 19:5

4. Capital punishment

5. War

II. As related to contemporary issues

A. Capital punishment

Why punish a crime?

Genesis 9:6
Romans 13:1-5 - “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority?  Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, and agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience.”

1. Simple justice – Romans 13:4

2. Deterrence – Romans 13:3, Deuteronomy 21:21

3. To prevent private vengeance – 
Romans 12:19 - “Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written, ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord.”

Old Testament capital punishment for:

1. Murder – Exodus 21:12

2. Striking and reviling a parent – Exodus 21:15-17

3. Sabbath-breaking – Exodus 31:14; 35:2

4. Witchcraft, any occult practices – Exodus 22:18

5. Blasphemy – Leviticus 24:14-16, 23

6. False prophecy – Leviticus 20:27

7. Adultery – Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22

8. Some forms of unchastity – Deuteronomy 22:21, 23

9. Rape – Leviticus 22:25

10. Unnatural sex (sodomy, homosexuality, bestiality) – Exodus 22:19; Genesis 20:11,14, 16

11. Kidnapping  (“man-stealing”)– Exodus 21:16

12. Idolatry – Leviticus 20:2; Deuteronomy 13:6; 17:2-7; 19:16-19

III. Jesus’ expansion

Matthew 5:21-22 - “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder,’ and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.”

Lex Talionis – Matthew 5:38-39

“Eye for an eye, and tooth for tooth.”

· Does not prescribe punishment
· Limits revenge
IV. Root cause of crime

Our sinful nature

Galatians 5:19-21 – “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissentions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.”

James 4:1-2 - “What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? You want something but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God.”

Romans 3:9-12 - “What shall we conclude then? Are we any better? Not at all! We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin. As it is written:

 ‘There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.”

V. God’s forgiveness
I John 1:9-2:2 - “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense – Jesus Christ, the righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”

