Exodus 20:1-3

God Comes First

“Find out what they’re doing for fun and make them stop!” 
God initiated contact with us, not to punish us, but to love us; not to keep us in line, but to have a relationship. 
It’s not about rules.

It’s about relationship. 
Contract relationship - “If you give to me, I’ll give in return”

Covenant relationship - “I have already given, just receive the gift of love. Then return obedience.” 
Exodus 20:1-3
“And God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me.” 
I. Three functions of the Law

A. Regulate relationships
B. Maintain and protect community
C. Guarantee justice
The first four commandments deal with our relationship with God - vertical.

The last six commandments deal with our relationship with other people - horizontal
Matthew 22:36-40 - “Teacher, what is the greatest commandment in the Law?” He replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
II. Relationship expressed


“I am your personal God.”

III. Condition given


“You shall have no other gods before Me.”

IV. Six gods of America


A. Self

B. Sacrifice
C. Sex
D. State
E. Science

F. Society
