Exodus 20:16

Truth Decay

Exodus 20:16 – “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.”
Exodus 23:1 – “Do not spread false reports. Do not help a wicked man by being a malicious witness.”
I. Simple Commandment

Proverbs 6:16-19 – 

“There are six things the Lord hates,


seven that are detestable to him:


haughty eyes, a lying tongue,


hands that shed innocent blood,


a heart that devises evil schemes,


feet that are quick to rush into evil, 


a false witness who pours out lies


and a man who stirs up dissention among brothers.”

II. Commandment Applied


A. Lies of the tongue


1. perjury


2. outright lie



3. boasting


4. gossip

B. Lies of silence
Leviticus 5:1 - “If a person sins because he does not speak up when he hears a public charge to testify regarding something he has seen or learned about, he will be held responsible.”


1. silence


2. omission


3. gestures

C. Lies of lifestyle


1. hypocrisy
Matthew 23:23-28 - “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices – mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law – justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.
You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence.

Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean.

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and everything unclean.

In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.”



2. lying to self
Psalm 139:23-24

“Search me, O God and know my heart;

test me and know my anxious thoughts.

See if there is any offensive way in me,

and lead me in the way everlasting.”

Proverbs 16:2

“All a man’s ways seem innocent to him, but the motives are weighed by the Lord.”


3. lying to God

D. “Acceptable” Lies



1. exaggeration


2. insincere flattery


3. “white” lies



4. half - truths



5. pious fraud


6. false advertising



7. forms of journalism


8. mis - representation
III. Forgiveness

I John 1:8-9 
“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he (Jesus) is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

