Exodus 20:15

Catch Me If You Can
I. Simple commandment


“You shall not steal”

II. Principles of ownership and property


A. Old Testament


B. New Testament
Colossians 1:16-17 says, “For by Him (Jesus) all things were created; things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him. He is before all things and in Him all things hold together.”
James 1:17 – “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.”



1. All things were created by God



2. All things were created for God



3. All good gifts are given by God


4. God gave all these gifts to people
Genesis 9:1-3 - “Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth. The fear and dread of you will fall on all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air, upon every creature that moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of the sea; they are given into your hands. Everything that lives and moves will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.”
III. Principle of stewardship


Defined - one who manages another’s property

Principle - we are stewards, given gifts by God to manage for Him

IV. How we steal


A. Poor stewardship


1. Poor money management



2. Poor property management



3. Poor people management


B. Defraud people – 
Colossians 3:22 – 4:1 – “Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to curry their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord.  Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for their wrongs, and there is no favoritism.Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also have a Master in heaven.


1. Employee


2. Employer

C. Selling worthless goods


D. Business methods


E. Plagiarism

F. Copyright violations


G. Reputation

H. Dignity

I. Bankruptcy – 
Psalm 37:21 – “The wicked borrow and do not repay, but the righteous give generously.”

J. Keeping extra change

K. Buying merchandise you know is stolen

L. Stealing another’s husband or wife

M. Stealing someone’s job or livelihood

N. Tithes and offerings – 
Malachi 3:7-10 – “Ever since the time of your ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty.

“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’

 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me.

“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’

“In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.
Romans 7:7 – “I would not have known what sin was except through the Law. I would not know what coveting really was if the Law had not said, ‘Do not covet.’”

1 John 1:9 – “If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”
